Insect Pins.
Since most hard-bodied insects are preserved simply by drying and, when dry, are extremely brittle, they are usually impaled upon special insect pins, as shown in fig. 1 Specimens which have been arranged on a pinning block should be allowed to set before they are removed. This may require several hours or several days and can be determined only by experiment.
As soon as a specimen has been pinned or, if it has been set, as soon as it is dry enough to remove from the pinning block, the pin labels or labels should be attached. To do this, lay the label on the pinning block and drive the pin through it for the proper distance.
The first label should be about half an inch above the point of the pin, a second label far enough below the first to be read without difficulty.
Unformity in the height of the labels adds to the appearance of a collection, and may be assured by means of a pin gage. When using such a gage, as shown in fig. 3 , the specimen being a small one requiring four labels, the locality label will be placed by hole 1, the collectors label by hole 2, the observations label by hole 3 and the identity label by hole 4. With thicker specimens or those requiring fewer labels, the locality label will most often stand in position 2. In choosing the exact spot on a label through which to thrust a pin, consider the size and shape of the specimen. 
